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Once again we are carrying 
out our annual City Mission 
Collection.  When faced with 
the choice of collecting presents 
or food items, we have always 
chosen essential, practical food 
items.

We collect for City Mission 
at Christmas as it is so 
widely recognised.  However 
throughout the year we have a 
personal ongoing relationship 
with another foodbank.  

At a recent gathering a 
spokesperson shared several 
stories which touched Pat’s and 
my hearts.

“Food is becoming a 
discretionary item”.  This is 
particularly the case when 
a choice has to be made 
regarding what household bills 
will be paid.

“Mothers come for food 
parcels and when you ask them 

when they ate last, they will 
shrug their shoulders and you 
realise that their first priority 
is their children and they 
neglect themselves”.

“Today there is a group called 
‘The working poor’.  Often 
both parents are working but 
sometimes even two modest 
incomes do not cover the cost 
of daily life”.

“Fathers come into our 

foodbank with supermarket 
bags as they are embarrassed 
and do not wish to admit to 
accepting a helping hand”.

Such sad stories inspire us 
to continue with our annual 
collection.  Please, just drop 
something into our office in 
the coming weeks to ensure 
all Aucklanders enjoy a happy 
Christmas.

Mary Taylor

"When food becomes a discretionary item"

Merry Christmas from us all 



From the Desk of   Mary T

What's 
happening at 
the Tenancy 
Tribunal?

An Auckland landlord has 
received a large fine for 
allowing a young family to live 
in a rental property riddled 
with holes, leaks, rats and fleas.  
The family were in a West 
Auckland property which was 
described as hovel-like.  The 
Tribunal decision stated that it 
was not an understatement to 
say occupant’s lives were at risk 
because of the premises.  

A toddler went to hospital with 
bronchiolitis and the mother 

also suffered ill-health.  Rain 
dropped on to the bed, rooms 
were damp and mould-filled.  
One bedroom could not be used 
because rodents were entering, 
so the door was sealed shut.  
The laundry area was non-
functioning as rodents had 
chewed through the wiring.  It 
was implied that the owner was 
planning to redevelop the site, 
therefore she was unwilling to 
carry out even the most basic of 
maintenance.

We have experienced this 
ourselves to a lesser degree 
with owners who are unwilling 
to carry out repairs if the 
house is to be demolished.  If 
the property is being used 
as an investment, it needs 
to be maintained.  At Taylor 
Property Services, we have 
parted company with some 
owners over such matters.  This 
Tribunal has sent a message 
which is loud and clear to all 
‘slumlords’.

Choice 
Prize, Joyce

We recently held a ‘Rent Event’ 
for property investors.  There 
was a great turnout, helpful 
speakers and an afternoon tea 

supplied by the ladies at the 
Mt Eden Bowling Club.  A heat 
pump was supplied as a lucky 
draw.

Congratulation Joyce, hoping 
either you or your tenants 
will have a cool summer and a 
toasty winter next year!

Recently a new garage door 
was installed in a 1960s block 
of flats which we manage. The 
new doors radically improved 
the appearance of the block 
bringing it into the 21st century. 
However, when the excited 

landlady came to inspect the 
work she parked in front of the 
garage door and as she left the 
property she drove forward 
instead of reversing. The door 
was totally destroyed, the old 
wooden bifold doors had to be 

reinstated and a new door had 
to be ordered. For some reason 
the event was a source of great 
amusement and there were a 
number of smirks as the land 
lady was Mary Taylor!

"The  Life of a Garage Door"

1962 - mid Sept. 2019        >   mid sept - mid sept 2019    >                           Oops                       >        Early October 2019

How 
Embarrassing!

“Landlord must pay tenant $22,000.00 for hovel-like property”



Recent 
Rentals

Grey Lynn $1400pw
Newly renovated 4 bedroom 
two bathroom villa with a single 
lock up garage and 1 off street 
park. Large external rumpus 
room and sunny outdoor living. 
Central heating throughout.

Epsom South $880pw
Older condition, 4 bedroom, 
three bathroom stand alone 
townhouse. Double internal 
access garage.

Ellerslie $625pw
Newly renovated 3 bedroom, 
one bathroom standalone 
house. Single carport and large 
sunny section.

Mt. Eden $690pw
Sunny elevated three-bedroom 
unit. Situated in a quiet street 
with a double lock up garage 
and private garden area.

Newmarket $3750pw
Tidy furnished studio 
apartment in a large complex. 
One off street parking space 
and water included is in the 
rent.

What others say about us? Congratulations Simon! 

We are all envious of Simon's fresh new office chair which was a 
generous gift from his appreciative tenants.

Ross's 
Jokes
Same humor from our long term 
Landlord Ross Burnell. Thanks 
Ross, you keep us smiling
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Residential Rental Review  Sep 2019 Rental Prices
Compiled by REINZ 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom

Median 
Price

Price Range No. Let
Median 

Price
Price Range No. Let

Median 
Price

Price Range No. Let
Median 

Price
Price Range No. Let

City Centre $427 $368 - $504 174 $560 $500 - $650 110 $797 $6802 - $1,150 26 - - -

Ponsonby $450 $410 - $650 18 $690 $650 - $740 18 $900 $842 - $1,747 17 - - -

Grey Lynn & Westmere $385 $300 - $480 14 $645 $520 - $735 6 $935 $870 - $1,000 10 - - -

Mt. Albert & Pt. Chevaller - - - $495 $465 - $580 11 $600 $560 - $650 14 - - -

Sandringham $410 $397 - $4450 5 $482 $460 - $540 28 $590 $566 - $696 23 $770 $697 - $857 9

Mt. Roskill $360 $208 - $417 7 $450 $401 - $465 9 $575 $552 - $657 19 $810 $752 - $870 5

Mt. Eden $377 $295 - $410 28 $580 $522 - $650 31 $640 $537 - $735 11 - - -

Epsom $375 $247 - $427 16 $550 $498 - $577 11 $657 $620 - $740 10 $950 $945 - $1,1072 5

One Tree Hill & Ellerslie $350 $330 - $413 5 $500 $480 - $553 15 $665 $600 - $720 14 - - -

City Bays $420 $410 - $450 7 $545 $530 - $625 14 $790 $750 - $900 18 $900 $785 - $1,150 7

Remuera - - - $795 $667 - $835 5 $757 $725 - $920 10 - - -

Meadowbank $395 $357 - $458 7 $520 $490 - $550 9 $690 $622 - $790 20 $940 $900 - $1,100 10

What do you do if you receive 
a letter from the IRD around 
foreign income?

Recent activity by the Inland 
Revenue Department (IRD) 
targeted at those who earn 
income or own properties 
overseas has created a few 
nerves for some homeowners 
and investors.

In the interests of making sure 
customers are on top of their 
tax obligations in relation to 
assets and income, in New 
Zealand and abroad we checked 
in with Daniel Gibbons; a 
property tax specialist to get 
some background around the 
recent IRD activity in this space 
and some tips for keeping out of 
strife when it comes to the tax 
man. 

Gibbons notes that, 
“Globalisation has made it 
easier for investments to be 
made around the world. This 
provides challenges to tax 
authorities”

The result of this is that we 
now have the Automatic 
Exchange of Information 
(“AEOI”) regime that requires 
financial institutions to provide 
information about their 
customers to tax authorities. 

“Using this AEOI sourced 

information, the IRD has 
commenced an enforcement 
project by issuing letters to 
some taxpayers regarding 
details of overseas income, 
investments and tax residence 
status” says Gibbons   

There appears to be a common 
theme between the letters, but 
also discernible differences that 
indicate this could be a targeted 
project, suggests Gibbons. 

Who could be impacted?

Have you moved to New 
Zealand in recent years, bought 
a property and or obtained 
residency but still have close 
ties to home, such as business 
interest or a property? 

Are you a Kiwi citizen who also 
has business interests, property 
and other investments or earn 
an income overseas?

What should you do? 

Gibbons says “tax rules relating 
to overseas income and 
investments can be complex 
and there may be valid reasons 
as to why people have not 
returned (declared) overseas 
income”. 

He recommends the following 
actions. 

Don’t panic: While it's never 
ideal to get a letter from the 

IRD, it doesn't necessarily mean 
you have done anything wrong. 

Do take it seriously: Take a 
very considered approach in 
response as the implications 
could be significant. 

Don’t try going it alone: 
Seek professional assistance 
before responding to check 
the position you have taken is 
correct.

Be proactive. Gibbons warns 
this may only be the first step in 
the IRD’s enforcement project 
and encourages people to keep 
an eye out and be proactive 
to ensure their affairs are in 
order. Even if you have never 
been contacted by the IRD, 
but have overseas income or 
hold overseas assets, such as: 
property, foreign shares, bank 
accounts, or other types of 
foreign-based investments, it 
could be sensible to proactively 
review your situation to ensure 
the correct tax position has 
been taken. 

For non residents, Gibbons 
says “it’s possible a similar 
programme is underway in 
their home jurisdiction.  Details 
of New Zealand income and 
assets (such as New Zealand 
bank accounts) could be made 
available to the tax authority 
in their home jurisdiction. 

Tax departments sharing 
information

Your local Ray White agent has the skills and experience to help you maximise the value of your property. 

 Is your interest rate as low as it could be?

 

 Are you keen to renovate, go on holiday or buy a new car?
 

Whatever your goal, a home loan health check could show you ways to save money and be in better 

Working with you, I can assess your current situation and existing loan arrangements to see if your home 

How healthy is your home loan? 

 Reviewing your home loan options when you already have a mortgage may 
feel like it belongs in the too-hard basket. But it could save you a lot of money.

If you'd prefer not to receive marketing 
messages from me, 

no problem, just email or call me. as healthy as they should be. 

Contact your local Loan Market Adviser.

loanmarket.co.nz/logan-reardon

M:  021 777 688
logan.reardon@loanmarket.co.nz

Logan Reardon
Mortgage Adviser

Craig Pettit... Our Money Man

Therefore, they should also 
take care to ensure that tax 
affairs are in order in their 
home country” 

It's always good to be able to 
call experts like accountants 
who I deal with on a regular 
basis to provide you with 
insight into things we don’t 
always consider as carefully as 
we should. This is some sage 
advice from Daniel and it could 
prevent a lot of pain down the 
track.

Be aware this is general advice 
only, If you would like further 
information to understand 
more about the tax treatment 
of foreign investments or you 
have received a letter from the 
IRD and would like assistance 
responding, reach out to your 
trusted accounting adviser. If 
you don’t have an accountant 
with property tax experience 
I’m happy to link you up with 
someone who can help you out. 


