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Welcome to this month’s latest newsletter from the Ray White Broadbeach Property Management Team.

Perfect your Portfolio
A close look at your portfolio is an absolutely crucial stage in achieving financial freedom and investment success, and it shouldn't take you too long to put in some quick fixes to either find some equity or
boost your rent.
While many investors are aware that it’s worth reviewing their properties on a regular basis, it’s rare that
there are tools with which to do this.
Changes in life circumstance may also require a portfolio review. When looking to review your portfolio,
consider the following elements:
 Obtaining new valuations on your properties (if you believe they may have experienced growth, or if
there have been any improvements). Have a look at growth and seek some comparable rentals and
sales online before paying for a professional valuation.
 Assessing your rental income, and whether your weekly rent can be increased. Speaking to your
property manager should help answer this question, as would looking at comparable rents online.
 Check your recent inspection reports and discuss with your property manager any renovations that
can help boost your rental income.
 Check your portfolio’s overall downfalls – is it a strain on your finances? Are you too heavily negatively geared? What are your biggest costs?
 Ensure the properties are not underperforming in terms of growth. If they are, and the future opportunities look slim, consider selling it down.
 Are any of your properties starting to cost too much in maintenance – if so, consider whether holding
with the costs associated will negatively impact on your portfolio’s overall performance.
 Consider what type of property needs to be added to the portfolio to assist the overall outcome.

Welcome to a New Year

With your resolutions now set, perhaps
expanding your property portfolio is on the
agenda. Saturday January 24th will be our
huge auction day with over 20 properties
up for auction. For details see our website.
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Know your Investment — Know your Manager

Median rents in Gladstone, Mackay and Mount Isa have dropped over the past year, according to median rent data published by the RTA.
RTA data shows median rent for a 3 bedroom house in Gladstone dropped from $440
per week in the September quarter 2013 to $320 per week a year later, a 27% drop.
Over the same period weekly median rent for a 2 bedroom unit in Gladstone fell from
$370 to $250.
In Mackay, the median weekly rent for a 3 bedroom house was $350 per week in the
September quarter this year, down from $400 per week in the same quarter last year.
Weekly rent for a 2 bedroom unit in Mackay fell from $320 per week in the September
quarter 2013 to $260 per week in the September quarter 2014.
Mount Isa also saw median rents fall, dropping from $550 in September 2013 to $480 in
September 2014.
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Meanwhile, median rents in Brisbane remained stable year on year, increasing from
$410 to $415 for a 3 bedroom house and rising from $395 to $400 for a 2 bedroom unit.
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Gold Coast also saw slight increases, with 3 bedroom house rents increasing from
$410 (September quarter 2013) to $430 (September quarter 2014) and 2 bedroom
unit rents rising from $350 to $360 over the same period.
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Common party stains and how to remove them

Our Team in the Spotlight!

Don’t let a drop of salsa or red wine dampen your festive mood. Think quickly with these simple solutions on removing common party stains.
Red wine
To save your clothes or tablecloth from being ruined by a wine spill, mix up a soaking solution
of a litre of warm water, half a teaspoon of liquid handwashing detergent and one tablespoon of
white vinegar. Leave for 15 minutes then rinse. Next, lightly sponge with rubbing alcohol from
centre to edge of stain. Use one tablespoon of enzyme presoaking product in a litre of warm
water to soak the fabric for a further 30 minutes. If there are still stains and the fabric is safe to
bleach, go ahead and launder with chlorine or oxygen bleach.
Beer
For beer spills, sponge the area with water or soak it in a basin for about 30 minutes. Remember
to use cool water. Then treat with a stain remover and launder the garment, using bleach if the
fabric is suitable.
Tomato sauce
Treat tomato sauce stains exactly the same as BBQ sauce: Flush with
cold water from the reverse, use a pretreating stain remover and loosen
with a soft-bristle brush (an old toothbrush works well). Rinse, then
sponge with white vinegar, pretreat and launder. Try soaking in laundry
detergent or washing with bleach if it is still there.

As a Leasing Consultant,
Ashley Gallagher
possesses high
energy, a burning
desire to make a
real difference in
people's lives and a commitment to
anticipate and exceed the expectations
of our Landlords and Potential Tenants. His diverse role which combines
sales, customer service and marketing
to lease the various properties the
Gold Coast has to offer, compliments
him building excellent relationships
with Landlords and tenants alike.
As our Leasing Consultant, Ashley is
dedicated to providing first class quality service, and communication.

IMPORTANT: This is not advice. Clients and Customers should not act solely on the basis of the material contained in this newsletter. Items herein are general comments only and do not constitute or convey advice per se. The newsletter is issued as a helpful
guide to Clients and Customers and is for their private information. Every effort is made to ensure the contents are accurate at the
time of publication. We take no responsibility for any subsequent action that may arise from the use of this newsletter.
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