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In the know
Renting Out the Spare Room
In a world where websites can directly connect supplier to consumer, 
short term and holiday letting is now easier than ever. And with websites 
such as Stayz and Airbnb becoming increasingly popular with travelers, 
it’s no surprise that more Australians are seeking to rent out their homes 
for the nights, weeks or even months that they’re not using them.

But along with the promise of easy money comes risk and for tenants 
in particular, the use of such websites may actually be illegal. In most 
cases, residential leases specifically ban any form of sub-letting without 
the express written consent of the landlord. Further, even if the landlord 
does agree to their tenant sub-letting a property, in many strata buildings, 
short term lettings of less than three months without a formal lease 
agreement are not allowed, while Local Government laws may also 
preclude holiday lettings. 

A search of the Airbnb website shows over 1000 properties currently 
for rent in Sydney, from spare rooms rented by the night through to 
large homes available over holiday periods. While there is no available 
data on the legality of these lettings, it’s been reported that a third of 
New York’s Airbnb properties are being rented in an illegal fashion and 
are effectively being offered as hotel rooms in breach of local laws. 

For landlords, there is little incentive to allow any form of sub-letting, 
with increases in the wear and tear on the property along with the 
potential for breaches of any applicable by-laws or zonings regulations. 

For both parties, sub-letting is also likely to void any insurance cover. 
The Insurance Council of Australia recently warned users of Airbnb 
that their insurance may not protect them against damage or losses 
and more importantly, against any public liability. Without express 
cover, a homeowner or tenant may be left exposed to potentially 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in compensation if a short term 
tenant were to be injured while in the property. 

After a brief lull in early winter, the local property 
market has been in full swing for much of the last 
quarter. There’s been lots of talk about a shortage 
of properties for sale, but in reality, the number of 
Sydney listings actually grew by 7.4% in August, 
according to researcher SQM.

In our opinion, this illusion of “shortage” is largely 
an issue perpetuated by many agents selling 
properties too quickly. It’s pure irony – agents will 
happily boast they sold a property in a few days, 
which in the face of strong buyer demand is only 
an admission that the most competitive environment 
was not allowed to develop. A recent article in the 
Domain said it perfectly, advising vendors to “pick 
an agent who works for the owner, not for the sale”. 
It’s relevant now more than ever. 

Within Ray White Drummoyne, we’re most excited 
to share the news that Effy Papachristos has just 
been given the one year all clear from her cancer 
specialists. It’s great to have Effy back on deck, 
working directly with me on growing our business 
and improving the service offering to our local 
community. 

Heading into spring, we can never predict the future, 
but we can take advantage of the opportunities 
available right now. And for Drummoyne, that’s a 
property market that’s simply powering. 

All the best

Chris Wilkins, 
Principal Ray White Drummoyne
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Your Best Side

Due to the fact that the practice is still relatively 
uncommon, using a professional photographer 
to help advertise a property for lease is a great 
way to make the home stand out from the crowd. 
Even better, the same shots can be used at each 
changeover, making it a long term, cost-effective 
(and tax-deductible) decision. 

Auction: on-site 12.00 pm  
Saturday December 13th

5/10 Kings Park Ct, Five Dock
3 bed • 2 bath • 2 car parking

AUCTION: on-site 10.00am 
Saturday November 22nd

5/68a St Georges Cr, Drummoyne
3 bed • 2 bath • 2 car parking

Three Generations of Drummoyne
Mother and daughter team Judith Curtin and Rebecca 
Altomonte bring unusually complementary skills to their new 
business, Drummoyne Skin Revision (DSR). But it’s the 
family connections reaching back three generations that 
tie the duo so closely to the local Drummoyne community. 

Judith’s father Tony Merlino was born in the family fruit 
shop in 1922 – situated on Victoria Road it was one of 
the area’s first fruit shops. Likewise, Judith herself was 
born in Drummoyne and married at St Marks, living much 
of her life in the area. The new venture is the latest in a 
long list of successful businesses Judith has established 
over her extensive working career, ranging from ladies 
wear to interior design.

Meanwhile, daughter Rebecca is a highly qualified and well 
respected cosmetic injecting nurse and has completed 
training with preeminent cosmetic surgeon Dr Darryl 
Hodgkinson in leading non-surgical cosmetic treatments. 
Rebecca is also the director of SkinMedix. A strong 
advocate against over-treatment, she has a reputation for 
delivering natural looking results that both rejuvenate and 
beautify the face. 

Already operating successful skin clinics in Double Bay 
and Hunters Hill, the new venture in Drummoyne has been 
designed to replicate the model that has attracted a strong 
a loyal client base in those areas. 

“The decision to open the clinic in Drummoyne was intuitive 
– we saw the space for lease in the ‘Odeon’ village and 
with easy car parking for clients and our family history 
here, it just felt like the right place to be”, Judith says. 

The therapists at DSR carefully construct a unique plan for 
each client in the clinic’s relaxed environment, to renew 
and rejuvenate their skin for natural looking results. DSR 
uses the DMK range, along with its DMK Enzyme 
Treatments. DMK treatments target a wide range of 
conditions such as anti-aging, sun damage, acne, rosacea 
and pigmentation and are elite skin revision procedures 
suitable for both men and women who want results.

Drummoyne Skin Revision – Odeon 11/52 Lyons Rd, 
phone 9719 1149 mobile 0424 997 191


