
The Whitsundays.... the  place to live

Perfectly P laced



Shute Harbour



The W hitsundays is a great pl ace t o l ive 
P ict ure it . . . . . 
You can actually live in one of the world’s best tourist destinations, a place where other people dream about visiting for a holiday..... alongside the 

Great Barrier Reef and Whitsunday Islands, enjoying the tropical climate and island lifestyle full of heritage, wildlife and natural wonders, where you can 

experience fishing, sailing, and diving at their best!

It can’t all be fun... in the Whitsundays you will find great opportunities for work, business and employment right at your doorstep. The region’s economy 

is growing due to  healthy local industries and opportunities from its strategic location on Queensland’s central coast. Projected growth in both the local 

economy and population has led to the region being regularly identified as a ‘hotspot’ for residents and investors alike. 

Overall, the Whitsundays offers a safe, diverse and fulfilling environment for its local population. Living here offers a truly unique opportunity for a 

happy healthy lifestyle.

To p 5 reasons t his is t he pl ace t o l ive!
1. Fantastic employment and work opportunities - resource sector growth and healthy  

 tourism and agriculture sectors provide exciting opportunities 

2. Affordable housing - prices are still affordable in this internationally recognised tourism  

 destination surrounded by lucrative mining and infrastructure developments. 

3. Safe and caring community - as the population has grown, regional community values  

 have been maintained providing a family friendly, social environment.    

4. Actively looking out for the environment - the Whitsundays community value and   

 protect  the reef, islands, national parks and wetlands for today’s community and future  

 generations to enjoy 

5. The lifestyle - enjoy coastal living, events, entertainment and close proximity to truly  

 amazing beaches and national parks
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Inv itat ion fr om t he Mayor
The Whitsundays is about lifestyle, opportunity and prosperity.  The future is exciting and I invite you to be a part of it.

In the heart of tropical northern Queensland, the Whitsundays provides the perfect opportunity to experience some of the world’s best reefs, rainforests 

and rural living. 

 

The region is diverse in nature and each of our communities has its own individual character that helps to make this region so renowned and such a 

wonderful place to live. The region has a very caring and active community who work together to remember the region’s past, carefully shape its future 

and allow you to have a voice and be involved, creating the perfect environment to raise a family. 

Future growth and sustainability, I believe, is better here than anywhere else in Australia.  The Whitsunday region is anticipated to experience 

considerable growth with major plans for infrastructure and mining in the region’s north, major tourism developments along the coast and rich 

agricultural land throughout.  

The Whitsunday Regional Council is committed to ensuring that development and growth is supported by economic and social infrastructure planning in 

managing associated impacts. Council’s vision is to ensure that we create a region that is strong, resilient and sustainable and as such is seen to be the 

region where people want to live, work, play and invest. 

I invite you to make the move and be a part of the region’s promising future.

 

I hope to see you here soon!

Mayor Jennifer Whitney

Whitsunday Regional Council 

Lifestyle, Opportunity and Prosperity
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W hitsundays fast facts  
 

• 751,000 international and domestic overnight visitors spent $716 million in the Whitsundays in the year ended June 2012.

• 85 farms across more than 6,300 hectares of land in the Whitsunday region produce 36,169,453 kilograms of fruit and vegetables each year   

 contributing $400 million to the $9 billion Australian horticulture sector.

• Home to the Port of Abbot Point and the 16,000 hectare State Development Area. Potentially the largest port in the southern hemisphere and   

 is the proposed port for the Galilee Basin mines. 

• 1,467,079 tonnes of sugar cane were produced in 2010/2011 making the region the third largest sugar cane producer in Queensland. 

• The Whitsundays has one of the fastest growing populations in Queensland. 

• $36 billion in major development projects are proposed for the region.  

5

Proserpine

Airlie Beach

Bowen

Collinsville

Whitsunday Islands

Bowen Basin

Galilee Basin

Great Barrier Reef

Hamilton Is
Day Dream Is

Hayman Is

Whitehaven Beach

Long Is
Shute Harbour

Abbot Point

Bowen to Townsville 200Km

Bowen to Collinsville 82km

Proserpine to Bowen 75km

Proserpine to Mackay 125km

Airlie Beach to Proserpine 25km

To Townsvile

To Mackay

Whitsundays



Live 

Whitsunday Islands6



Halfway along the Queensland coast, 

surrounded by booming mining and 

industry lies the Whitsundays, a major 

Australian tourism location, a large scale 

agricultural producer and with Abbot Point 

and the State Development Area coming 

to fruition, a  promising future resource 

centre. 

Increasingly, people from all over the world 

are seeking to make their home here, lured 

by the charms of a tropical lifestyle with 

work opportunities, affordable housing and 

endless leisure time opportunities.

The region’s four town centres are diverse and provide unique opportunities and economy for the 

region. Living in the Whitsundays allows you to enjoy some of the best leisure activities in Australia, 

new employment and business opportunities from the growing mining and resource towns and 

the health and lifestyle benefits of living in a large scale agricultural region. The four towns and 

the Whitsunday islands are heavily interconnected, not only through infrastructure but in the 

complementary array of business and industries that exist. 

Airlie Beach is a colourful, cosmopolitan and inviting holiday town. It has developed into a busy retail 

and major tourism and hospitality hub and provides a gateway to the Whitsunday Islands and Great 

Barrier Reef. The town is expanding due to its lifestyle attributes and business opportunities, with new 

industrial hubs popping up to service economic growth and nearby resource sector developments. 

Bowen surprises visitors with its industrial size, infrastructure and quality lifestyle features including 

eight Tidy Town Award-winning beautiful beaches, parkland and social infrastructure. The town is 

in the international spotlight for its resource sector opportunities but is also recognised for strong 

agriculture, tourism, and pre-existing resource industries.

Collinsville, situated in the region’s west, is a mining and grazing town in the coal-rich upper Bowen 

Basin surrounded by Australian countryside. The town is passionate about its heritage and community 

and provides residents with lucrative careers and opportunities through its successful long running 

mines as well as the benefits of living in a supportive local community.   

Proserpine offers the opportunity to be part of a strong community, busy with activity from the 

huge agricultural sector that surrounds it. Built on its 19th century foundations of the sugar and 

cattle industries the town today has a lively retail industry with the local sugar mill at its heart and 

is surrounded by green agricultural land. Proserpine houses critical infrastructure and government 

services including a rail station, airport, high school, hospital, entertainment centre and other vital 

community services.

The region also lays claim to the 74 Whitsunday Islands, a world renowned tourism destination.  

Most of the Whitsunday Islands are beautiful, tropical deserted islands with Hamilton, Hayman, 

Daydream, Long, and South Molle Island offering a variety of resort accommodation with access        

to the Great Barrier Reef and fringing coral reefs.  The islands are great for recreation, employment   

and business opportunities.  

1 region,  4 t own centres and 74 isl ands
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Liv i ng i n t he tr o pic s
The Whitsundays enjoys a tropical climate of hot summers, warm winters and bright spring and autumn days. Average daily temperatures range from 

just over 23 degrees celsius in the winter months of June and July, and up to 30.5 degrees celsius in January during the height of summer. 

The tropical wet season occurs during January to March when days can be steamy and the summer heat is often broken by tropical showers. 

Local ec on omy 
Locals have benefitted from strong resource industry prospects and solid tourism and agricultural sectors which in previous years has led to the 

Whitsundays economy showing resilience against the effects of the Global Financial Crisis and national weather disasters. The future economic strength 

of the Whitsundays lies in its competitive advantages, the main elements being its geographic relationship to the mining regions, the availability 

of residential and industrial land, the diversity of industries within the region, quality of lifestyle and natural assets. These attributes result in the 

Whitsundays fast becoming a destination of choice for investors, industry and lifestyle living.  

Regional gr owt h 
Over the past few years the region’s growth has been stable. With over $36 billion in major projects planned or under construction, more rapid growth 

is eminent. Major infrastructure developments, housing estates and tourism investment are planned for the region. The local economy has seen growth 

through new development of business and local business adapting to new opportunities out of the resource sector. 

Po pul at ion 
The Whitsunday’s population is 35,500 with a growth rate of 2.5%, which is above the Queensland average growth rate.  These figures do not take into 

account the transient tourist population which currently accounts for approximately 13,000 additional people in the region each week.
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The bright future of our industries
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Resources 
The region has benefitted from growth in population, visitors and business due to its 

central location with respect to the North Queensland mining districts, being within 

a 400km radius of most of the mines being developed in North Queensland and less 

than 200km to the northern hot spots of Moranbah, Glenden and Coppabella. 

 The major activity has in the past been to the South West of the Whitsunday region, 

however, growth in activity in the Galilee Basin and North West Mineral Province 

highlights the region’s central locality.

Within the region, investment into the Abbot Point Coal Terminal from BMA, Adani 

and GVK Hancock Coal and proposals for the State Development Area place further 

relevance on the region in terms of strategic location as it is intended as a major 

export facility for coal and preliminary processing for some minerals. The region’s 

coal mines in Collinsville and Glenden see the Whitsundays laying direct claim to 

operational coal mines, with more mines proposed within these areas. Evolution’s Mt 

Carlton gold, silver and copper mine also sits within the region’s northern boundary.

Manufact ur i ng 
The manufacturing industry is one of the largest employers in the region and is 

predominately heavy fabrication and maintenance. Future projected growth in 

the resources sector and development of the State Development Area for heavy 

manufacturing industries in Bowen, and new opportunities and developments in 

Agriculture are resulting in growth opportunities in the manufacturing sector. 

Colinsville12
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 Feat ure: Port of Abbot Poi nt     
The Port of Abbot Point is one of Australia’s most significant emerging bulk ports and is undergoing a major transformation into a port precinct of global 

importance. Abbot Point is strategically located for industry and offers competitive advantages due to its remoteness and access to an adjacent deep 

water port. 

The port comprises rail in-loading facilities, coal handling and stockpiling areas, and a single trestle jetty and conveyor connecting to two offshore berths 

and two ship loaders, all 2.8 km offshore. Coal is supplied to the Abbot Point Terminal 1 (T1) by rail from the Newlands, Collinsville and Sonoma mines and 

Goonyella, following the completion of the Goonyella Abbot Point expansion by Aurizon.

 

Export capacity from T1 is 50 Mtpa*. On 1 June 2011, the Queensland Government finalised the 99 year lease of the terminal to Mundra Port, the 

Australian subsidiary of Adani Port and Special Economic Zone Ltd.   

North Queensland Bulk Ports (NQBP), Abbot Point’s port authority, is facilitating major terminal expansions at Abbot Point with multiple major mining 

operators and infrastructure based organisations.  To see an update on developments at Abbot Point see our regional major projects register at:

www.wmdl.com.au. 

*Million tonnes per annum.

Feat ure: Abbot Poi nt State Deve l o pment Area
In June 2008, approximately 16,230 hectares of land at Abbot Point was declared a State Development Area (SDA).  State Development Areas are 

clearly defined areas of land established by the Coordinator-General to promote economic development in Queensland. This SDA was established to 

facilitate large-scale industrial development of regional, state and national significance.

Abbot Point’s SDA lends itself to industrial development due to its:

• close proximity to the Port of Abbot Point,

• easy access to rail and roads, including the Bruce Highway,

• considerable distance from urban areas.

Development and expansion of Abbot Point port facility and the State Development Area and the resulting rail development and supply chain 

opportunities will provide substantial economic benefit for the Whitsundays.
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Horticulture Tourism



 Tour ism
As a key Australian tourism destination, the Whitsundays is recognised for tourism activities and venues surrounding its natural assets - the Great 

Barrier Reef, 74 Whitsunday Islands, Whitehaven Beach - (recognised as one of the top 10 beaches in the world) and the regions tropical north 

Queensland natural environment including the eight award winning beaches at Bowen. Industry has successfully established attractions and services 

to draw international, domestic and business travellers to the region which leverage off these natural assets. The 751,000 visitors flocking to the 

region each year contribute significantly to the local economy. Tourism has enormous scope to expand and the area is brimming with tourism related 

investment and business opportunities. 

Agr icult ure
The Whitsunday region has a well-established and strong horticulture industry with full production on approximately 40,000 hectares of land.  It is 

estimated that the region contributes more than $400 million to the $9 billion Australian horticulture sector.  The Whitsundays is Australia’s largest 

winter growing region for fruit and vegetables, producing over 259,000 tonne per annum. Our region’s industry is made up of over 13 major crop 

varieties, with tomatoes, capsicums, beans and corn being the largest produced crops. Due to the ideal winter growing conditions, the Whitsundays can 

supply fruit and vegetables when other regions around Australia are unable to grow them.  

The region also has a large sugar cane producing area, harvesting 21,206 hectares of sugar in the 2010/11 financial year.   

18



19Airlie  Beach



20 Airlie Beach



Invest i n housi ng 
Check out housing in the Whitsundays today: 

• Search the internet,  

• Access our regional newspapers, 

• Contact our local real estate agents. 

Comparative to other towns set along the Queensland coast, the 

Whitsunday’s house and unit market is still very affordable with housing 

prices averaging $365,000 and units $275,000 in the 12 months to 

November 2012.  Realtors have linked new growth in the region’s housing 

market to stimulation from the growing ‘Drive In Drive Out’ (DIDO) and ‘Fly In 

Fly Out’ (FIFO) markets. Further demand is expected according to the State 

Government, as by 2031, it is anticipated that approximately 

10, 200 additional dwellings will be required to house the projected 

population growth in the Whitsundays.  

The region’s diversity extends to residential lifestyle options with a move to 

this emerging region allowing you to affordably choose from rural, coastal, 

family friendly, or small town options.  The region offers a range of housing 

styles, from modern homes, resort style developments, rural residential and 

apartments, to the traditional “Queenslander”.

Reasonable prices, combined with the region’s future economic outlook, have 

led to the Whitsundays regularly being identified as one of the key property 

investment areas in Queensland.  

If you are visiting the region make sure you check out  Regatta Waters 

Whitsundays, the largest master planned community in North Queensland 

currently in development. Regatta Waters will offer the best in lifestyle 

facilities and feature a professional architect designed 18- hole golf course.

Bowen 21



Educat ion f or young and o ld
In each of the town centres, families and individuals have access to quality 

education opportunities.  A range of childcare, kindergartens, primary schools and 

high schools exist across the major town centres providing an excellent choice of 

education and care facilities. 

The region has 15 primary schools and five high schools. The schools include both 

public and private organisations.  Population growth and proposed new growth to 

the region has seen investment into the region’s education sector with Proserpine 

State High School growing rapidly over recent years and new investment in the 

private school sector. 

For further education, TAFE campuses are located in both Bowen and Cannonvale. 

The Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE offers programs including a range of trades, 

business, health and community, hospitality, retail, marine, tourism and indigenous 

training programs.  The Institute serves a diverse range of communities and 

industries including mining, construction, health, marine and tourism.

There are a multitude of other professional training offerings available in the 

Whitsunday region specifically relevant to the major industries of tourism and 

hospitality, agriculture, mining and construction.  

Bowen22



  Primary Schools

• Bloomsbury Primary

• Bowen Primary 

• Cannonvale Primary

• Collinsville Primary

• Gumlu Primary

• Hamilton Island Primary 

• Hayman Island Primary 

• Merinda Primary 

• Proserpine State School

• Queens Beach State School

• St Catherine’s Primary

• St John Bosco Primary

• St Mary’s Primary

• Scottville Primary

High Schools

• Bowen High School

• Collinsville High School

• Proserpine State High School

Grades 1 - 12 

• Whitsunday Christian College

• St Catherine’s

Feat ure: Pr oser pi ne State H igh Scho o l 
“At Proserpine State High we believe in promoting the whole person. Our curriculum is well-balanced 

and encourages the development of the academic, social, cultural, physical and emotional qualities of 

our young people. We treat our students as people who are “growing up with us” and endeavour to instil 

in them a love of learning. They are encouraged to become responsible, mature, thinking, engaged and 

valued members of our community.

If we create the conditions that encourage and enable success, benefits will surely flow to our students. 

Our mission statement is “to help, encourage and challenge the individual to strive to fulfil his or her 

potential in all facets of life”.

We believe that a collaborative, consultative approach where all members of the school community are 

valued and actively participating, is the best strategy for fulfilling our mission statement.”

Don McDermid

Principal
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Transp ort and i nfrastruct ure
One of the key benefits of the Whitsundays is the traffic congestion.... or lack thereof!

Whitsunday Regional Council’s Engineering Department engage in a planned and coordinated approach to the provision and protection of transport 

infrastructure, networks and corridors that will ensure the system can sustain and respond to anticipated growth in the region.

The Whitsunday region currently has two major regional airports at Whitsunday Coast Airport, at Proserpine (PPP) and the Great Barrier Reef Airport, on 

Hamilton Island (HTI).  This is coupled with numerous smaller General Aviation focused airport’s and aviation facilities at Shute Harbour, Bowen, Collinsville 

and Mt Coolon.

Whitsunday Coast Airport is the primary airport servicing the mainland Whitsunday region and currently handles domestic Brisbane flights operated by 

Jetstar and Virgin Australia with active plans to expand into the international charter, FIFO passenger and freight markets.

The Great Barrier Reef Airport, on Hamilton Island is the primary airport of the Whitsunday Islands group, and which handles direct flights daily from 

Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Cairns, operated by Jetstar, Virgin Australia and Qantaslink.

Further Transport infrastructure provides rail connectivity to the North Coast Rail Line, the Northern Bowen Basin and Goonyella rail systems connecting 

the resources sector to Abbot Point.  The region is intersected by the National Highway from North to South as well as the Bowen Developmental Road 

connecting the Whitsundays to the Bowen and Galilee Basin.  Seaborne access is via the port of Abbot Point, Shute Harbour Ferry Terminal, as well as Abel 

Point and Port of Airlie Marina’s.

All facilities have capacity to service various elements of the region’s key industries.

An efficient transport system connecting the region’s communities for goods, services and employment has been established, and provides links to other 

communities and localities, both within and outside the region. Town areas are supported by good road networks and everything is within easy reach.

The region is effortless to navigate and has engaged in resident friendly, streamlined infrastructure with minimal traffic lights, ample parking and well 

planned roads. Workplaces, services and facilities, and residential areas are never far from beaches, shopping centres, restaurants and national parks.  Paths 

and bike lanes have been established to sufficiently support community needs. Public transport is available across the region via coach and taxi services.
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Feat ure: W hitsunday C oast Air p ort at Pr oser pi ne

The Whitsunday Coast Airport (PPP) services a significant range of air traffic from all 

phases of commercial, public and private enterprises; however the bulk of passenger 

traffic is generated by the daily Virgin Australia and Jetstar Airways flights from 

Brisbane. The current airport adequately services the local resident and tourism 

market and has the capability to service a much greater capacity if needed.

The Queensland State Government, in conjunction with airport operators 

Whitsunday Regional Council, has recently completed a $9M upgrade of the terminal 

and car parking facilities with a 20-year vision in place that will see this regional 

asset reach its full potential of increased domestic, and potentially international, 

carriers to the region, allowing international visitors direct access to the Whitsundays.  

Whitsunday Coast Airport is a greenfield site, unique on the east coast of Australia 

with nil issues relating to noise, land constraints or residential concerns affecting so 

many of our airports across the country. 

Following unprecedented interest and demand for development opportunities at 

the airport, Whitsunday Regional Council is now in the early stages of beginning the 

process to master plan the 430ha site. The plan is to utilise this area to establish 

an essential hub between central and north Queensland. This includes current 

moves being made to attract a slice of the lucrative FIFO market. Whitsunday Coast 

Airport management have identified the opportunity for a revolving FIFO link as the 

region will require inbound  FIFO services supporting mines in Collinsville and future 

construction of Abbot Point, but also providing outbound FIFO services to the North 

West Mineral Province, Bowen, Surat and Galilee Basins.
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Healt h faci l it ies
The region has local public hospitals in Proserpine, Bowen and Collinsville covering a wide range of services. For more specialised services the 

Whitsundays region is supported by the services and facilities at Mackay Base Hospital and Townsville Hospital. Private hospitals are also available in 

Mackay and Townsville, with specialised private clinics ensuring the highest standard of healthcare outside of South East Queensland.  The Whitsunday 

Regional Council has plans to increase and attract allied health services to the region. 

Safet y 
Whitsunday Regional Council has adopted the notion that to improve community safety all sections of the community need to work together to create 

a safer environment in which to work, live and play. The Whitsunday region has led the way in embracing safety and was one of Queensland’s first 

International Safe Communities designated by the World Health Organisation Collaborating Centre on Community Safety Promotion.  

The Whitsunday Regional Council is proud to be involved in partnerships between Government and non-Government agencies, community organisations 

and individuals that are developing community safety programs using innovative approaches.

Br oad band and te lec ommunicat ions i n t he W hitsundays
The Whitsundays has strong telecommunications infrastructure and networks that support sustainable growth across the region.  The region is a 

part of the planned National Broadband Network strategic rollout which is designed to enable innovative broadband enabled programs.  A strong 

telecommunications network boosts business, industry and community productivity through connectivity.   The Whitsunday Regional Council is 

continuing to look at ways of expanding telecommunication capabilities across the region in order to deliver improved health services, improve 

connectivity in education, increase knowledge sharing and research, create jobs through innovation and better connect communities.
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Test imony fr om t he stars!
Hugh Jackman says his family felt instantly at home in Bowen (while filming the 

movie ‘Australia’).

“That’s why I love being here in Bowen,” he said.

“I’ll never forget it, my family will never forget it, my son wants to live here 

full-time.”

Bowen’s charm has also seduced Jackman’s co-star, none other than Oscar winner 

Nicole Kidman.

“Nicole (Kidman) and I were sitting here and just went ‘how lucky are we?’,” 

Jackman said.

 

Oprah Winfrey described Hamilton Island as better than she ever could have 

imagined from any book or magazine.

She said she couldn’t believe how friendly the people were.

Oprah said “Whitehaven is really white, a little haven tucked away in the Coral Seas’.

“This is sand like no other sand in the world... I can see why they call this place 

home”.
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Y ou t o o can have “t he best j ob i n t he w or ld ” 
The Whitsundays was the base destination for the original “the best job in the world” campaign in 2010 for good reason - you can choose from a range 

of industries, in a region with a promising future, and you get to live in one of the world’s most beautiful natural destinations.  

Future work opportunities for residents in the Whitsundays are encouraging due to the region’s economic stability and future growth projections. New 

opportunities will arise through the exceptional anticipated growth from the resource sector which is expected to create significant skills shortages. 

Current five year projections show that unemployment is expected to reach a significantly lower level of around 4.5%.  

The seasonality of the tourism and agricultural industries also provide regular new opportunities for career progression and allow you to live in a 

tropical paradise while developing your career. 

Lo ok f or w or k i n t he W hitsundays t oday! 
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Ski l ls i n demand 
The main demand for skills is based around the key regional industries and supporting business. 

Resources and manufact ur i ng 
The region’s major development projects, current and planned, are valued at $36 billion, with the driver of development being the Port of Abbot Point 

and 16,230 hectare State Development Area. Given current projected timelines, the port, rail and mine construction and operating workforce will require 

a significant number of new employees over the next ten years, across the Bowen and Galilee Basin developments. 

Employment will also increase for industries and businesses that provide supporting products and services for these major developments. Plans are 

being initiated to ensure access and efficient transport options for DIDO and FIFO employees wanting to live in the Whitsundays and work in the Bowen 

and Galilee Basins, especially given the huge projected demand for human resources in the Galilee Basin.  

 

Agr icult ure 
The Whitsunday region boasts some of the largest farming companies in Australia and a host of supporting industry services and businesses providing 

career pathways in any area you choose. Horticulture and agribusiness go hand in hand with farmers no longer just growing fresh produce and farming 

the land.  Farmers today manage companies, corporations and enterprises with management teams including, marketing professionals, business 

development managers, farm managers, operations managers, agronomists, researchers, international business experts. Farming is a great career 

choice if you like to work outdoors but can also provide opportunities in a number of different industry sectors with varied types of jobs and career 

opportunities. Agriculture today is about good business management, innovation, advanced technology, a passion for producing great quality fresh 

produce, feeding the nation, and a sustainable future for the industry.
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Tour ism and hospital it y
The largest industry employer in the Whitsunday LGA is accommodation and food 

services with nearly 15% of the workforce employed by the sector. The region’s 

tourism providers offer opportunities to further your career in hospitality while 

living in paradise. Local training providers are available to assist with career 

advancements and accredited training.
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Leisure t ime
If there’s one thing that sets the Whitsundays apart as the place to live, it’s the leisure time opportunities the region has to offer.  Being an 

internationally renowned tourist destination, living in the Whitsundays means you have international icons like the Great Barrier Reef and Whitehaven 

Beach right on your doorstep.

 

 The 74 Whitsunday islands are dotted just off the Whitsunday Coast, and the beaches up and down the coastline of the Whitsundays from Airlie Beach 

to Bowen are beautiful. Inland there are thriving rainforests, waterfalls, mountainous landscapes and plenty of walks and 4WD tracks to explore. 

Locals have access to perfect conditions for sailing, fishing, snorkelling and diving. On the land, there are also great activities and locations to entertain 

you, keep you active and help create a quality lifestyle. 

The region’s positive community attitude encourages a lively social existence with events, nightlife, dining and cultural activities. The strong tourism 

industry has also resulted in boutique shopping hubs developing across the region and the bright economic outlook is increasingly attracting major 

retailers and wholesalers to the Whitsundays. 
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Sho ppi ng   
The Whitsundays region provides locals and tourists with boutique shopping experiences as well as the comforts of the big retail providers across the 

four main townships.  

Major shopping centres can be found throughout the region:

• Airlie Beach Main Street offers an array of clothing stores and retail outlets including souvenir shops.  This includes the Port of Airlie which provides  

 a selection of retail outlets including a cafe, cellar, restaurants, swimwear and fashion outlets. The town’s main street is currently being upgraded   

 and by the end of 2013 will have a refreshed and renewed look and feel. Larger shopping centres, retailers and wholesalers can be found in nearby   

 Cannonvale.

• The selection of specialty stores and boutiques in Proserpine attract visitors from the surrounding towns and regions.  Proserpine is also home to   

 some large retailers which service not only Proserpine but the entire region. 

• The Bowen town centre is full of unique retailers and many large scale suppliers for this busy industrial centre. 

• Collinsville also boasts some unique retailers along the main street and features a shopping centre and manufacturers and retailers which cater to   

 the region’s mining sector. 

• On the Islands, the resorts have an array of boutiques and merchandise stores popular with tourists and locals.  

With high tourist and local traffic, regular markets for local produce and products are held throughout the region in Airlie Beach (weekly), Bowen 

(weekly) and Proserpine (twice per month).
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Entertai nment and cult ure
The long established history of the Whitsundays remains preserved in its heritage buildings,  

monuments and museums.  Across the region there is plenty of entertainment to suit all  

tastes with a cinema, cultural events, art galleries, concerts and local festivals throughout  

the year. 

Theatres, art galleries and museums:

• Summer Garden Theatre in Bowen • Proserpine Historical Museum

• Ashman’s Historic Machinery, Bowen • The Coalface Experience in Collinsville

• Airlie Beach Main Street Art Gallery • Catalina Museum, Bowen  

• Proserpine Entertainment Centre • Historic murals in the townships  

 providing movies and live shows  of Bowen and Collinsville 

• Bowen Flagstaff Hill Interpretive Centre

Restaurants and night l ife
Eating out in the Whitsundays is a great experience with some of the best food, views and  

atmosphere in Australia. The region is home to fresh seafood, and local produce is increasingly  

featured in menus. All the favourites are here - Indian, Thai, Japanese, Italian, Chinese, modern 

Australian as well as Irish bars, wine bars, a rum bar recently voted the maker of the “best mojito 

in the world” and a beer café. Airlie Beach is popular for its range of cafes, restaurants and pubs 

and clubs with their live music and entertainment. Bowen also has a good range of restaurants and 

pubs with Proserpine and Collinsville being more laid back, with cafe and pub style meals matched 

with country hospitality to provide a great night out. Dining at any of the popular Whitsunday island 

resorts and mainland restaurants is a must-do experience in the balmy tropical climate. Gorgeous 

views combining with mouth-watering flavours is always a winning formula and an essential part of 

the local lifestyle. 

Airlie Beach
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Nat ural assets 
W hitehaven Beach  
One of the top 10 beaches in the world!

The crystal clear aqua waters and pristine white silica sand of Whitehaven Beach stretch over seven kilometres along Whitsunday Island, the largest of 

the 74 islands in the Whitsundays. This beach defines nature at its best and provides visitors with an immense sense of relaxation escape and wonder. 

The breathtaking beauty of Whitehaven makes it not only a Whitsundays icon, but regularly named in the top ten beaches in the world and the recipient 

of countless awards for its beauty, cleanliness and environmental management.

Great Bar r ier Reef 
One of the 7 natural wonders of the world!

The Whitsundays lie at the centre of the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef, the only living structure visible from space.  Stretching over 2,500km 

in length, the Great Barrier Reef protects the Whitsundays from ocean swells, providing the region with calm, protected waters in which to enjoy this 

aquatic wonderland.  A large variety of day and overnight tours depart Airlie Beach and the island resorts to the Great Barrier Reef each day. 

The Great Barrier Reef is home to 2,900 reefs, 600 continental islands and 300 coral cays which provide homes to approximately 1,500 species of 

fish, 360 species of hard coral, one third of the world’s soft corals, 5,000–8,000 species of molluscs, 400-500 species of marine algae, 600 species 

of echinoderm (eg. starfish), 17 species of sea snakes, 22 species of sea birds, 13,000 dugong, 6 species of marine turtles (all listed as threatened), 30 

species of cetaceans including whales and dolphins.
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74 W hitsunday isl ands
Many claim that the Whitsundays islands are among the most beautiful in the world.

The Whitsundays Islands National Park showcase a range of habitats that vary in 

size and characteristics. Across the islands you will find grassy windswept hills, 

small forests, coral and sand beaches, amazing views, wildlife and native plants. The 

islands are bordered by the Great Barrier Reef and are surrounded by coral and 

tropical sea life.  Most are uninhabited, pristine National Parks however a handful 

have resorts ranging from budget options to the ultimate in five star luxury.  Resort 

islands are accessed via ferry from Shute Harbour, Port of Airlie and Abel Point 

Marina, with a number of air transfer options via sea plane, helicopter and general 

aviation aircraft.

W hitsundays wi ld l ife
With the National Parks covering the wetlands, mangroves, even the islands forests 

of the Whitsunday area you will find many native Australian species. 

Mainland parks are full of  birds, butterflies, frogs, wallabies, goannas, emus, koalas, 

crocodiles and kangaroos . Wetland parks are home to dozens of species of native 

birds and kangaroos and wallabies. The warm coastal seas are full of dolphins, 

turtles, dugongs and humpback whales. The waters are also home to manta rays, 

colourful fish and soft and hard corals. The region’s many complex ecosystems 

contain  thousands of animal and plants, including rare and endangered species.
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Nat ional Par ks and wal ks 
Much of the region’s natural environment is protected, with approximately 50% of the Whitsundays being National Park.   Living here provides residents 

with easy access to the many different parks, some of which have a long tradition of indigenous use. 

There are several National Park walks to explore on the Whitsunday Coast and on the islands, all offering a variety of flora and fauna to discover, and 

most with stunning views of the ocean and islands or hinterland.

Six National Parks encompass 70 islands, protecting wildlife, plants and landscapes, including Whitsunday, Molle, Lindeman, Gloucester, Repulse and 

Holbourne Islands National Parks. 

On the Whitsunday Coast there are many opportunities to explore the area. Conway National Park, Conservation Park and State Forest protects much 

of Airlie Beach’s mountainous backdrop. Further north is the rugged and remote Dryander National Park. Popular National Park walks and locations 

include: 

 • Paddle Bay Track and Campsite 

•  Molle Islands National Park 

•  Cedar Creek Falls 

• Peter Faust Dam

•  Conway National Park

•  Whitsunday Great Walk 

•  Kingfisher Circuit 

•  The Airlie Creek Track 

• Hydeaway Bay Beach 

• Ngaro Sea Trail
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Air l ie Beach Lago on and beaches
Situated on the Airlie Beach foreshore, right in the centre of town, the man made Airlie Beach Lagoon has become the focal point of the area.   The salt 

water pools epitomise the Whitsundays experience and provide a safe swimming environment and the surrounding grassy knolls provide the perfect spot 

for sunbathing, or finding a quiet spot in the shade to read a book.  The lagoon is a popular social area with BBQ facilities and amenities and creates a 

Whitsundays backdrop for community events taking place on the foreshore area. 

Cannonvale, Shingley, Airlie and Boathaven Beaches are also popular for both locals and tourists with scenic walkways, free BBQs and lawned areas 

some with swimming enclosures.

B owen f oreshore and 8 award wi nni ng beaches
The Front Beach foreshore in Bowen has recently been redeveloped with fun family activities in mind. The foreshore is a significant attraction for many 

visitors to the town and has proven to be a success with the community, with many major events being held in the soundshell. The foreshore precinct 

was master-planned to create a range of complementary but unique spaces and places drawing on local history, regional context and broader community 

recreational and cultural needs. Developments at the foreshore include the $1.5 million architecturally designed aquatic playground on Bowen’s Front 

Beach. The ‘Splashpad’ includes state-of-the-art water slides, water cannons, jets and a massive 200 litre dumping bucket.  Built on the foreshore and 

overlooking the picturesque Whitsunday Coast, the Splashpad is a magnet for local families and tourists alike.  Bowen’s beaches have also won multiple 

awards including being named Whitsunday Isaac Mackay’s Tidiest Town at the 2010 Ergon Energy Tidy Towns Regional Awards.
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Sport 
Living in the Whitsundays encourages an active lifestyle. The Whitsunday islands 

and Great Barrier Reef provide a fantastic environment for sailing, fishing, diving 

and other water based sports. Each town centre in the region has easy access to a 

range of sporting clubs, high quality facilities and fitness events. There are fantastic 

opportunities for the whole family to get involved in physical activities at all levels. 

Sporting events are increasingly popular in the region and include some world class 

events including Airlie Beach Race Week, Hamilton Island Race Week, the Hamilton 

Island Clash Of The Paddles and the Great Whitsunday Fun Race as well as triathlons 

at Airlie Beach, Bowen and on Hamilton Island.  Bowen also hosts for the Bowen Family 

Fishing Classic and Wet Weekend, the biggest family fishing competition in the country.  

To see what sports and recreation classes are available in the region, visit the 

Whitsunday Regional Council website and read the Physical Activity Directory 

www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au 

 Events
On top of sporting events, the Whitsundays also plays host to a range of big events and 

festivals which attract both locals and tourists. Our list of annual events and festivals is 

growing rapidly and International performers regularly stop into Airlie Beach on their 

Australian tours to play in this popular town. Some of our region’s most successful 

events include the Audi Hamilton Island Race Week and Airlie Beach Race Week, 

Whitsunday Reef Festival, Bowen Family Fishing Classic,  Bowen River Rodeo and Camp 

Draft and Proserpine and Bowen shows. The region also hosts Schoolies week activities, 

attracting close to 3000 school leavers each year. 

www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au/events
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O n t he water 
Fishi ng 
Not only are the 74 islands and coastline of the Whitsundays surrounded by beautiful azure seas they are teeming with a huge variety of pelagic and 

reef fish. 

Species of fish in the waters of the whitsundays include: Seven species of cod, six species of mackerel, five species of tuna, seven species of coral trout, 

eleven species of trevally, four species of emperor, blue and black marlin, bass and bream, sailfish, wahoo, dolphin fish, queenfish, barramundi, cobia, 

mangrove jack, jewfish, kingfish, chinaman, golden snapper, ……….the list goes on! If it’s pelagic and lives in tropical waters you can catch it fishing in the 

Whitsundays! 

Nearly all of the Whitsunday islands are accessible by boat with camping available across some of the islands and coastline. Shore based fishing is 

available along the Whitsunday Coast and from the many marina rockwalls located around the towns. Bowen is popular for its Bowen Family Fishing 

Classic and Wet Weekend, the biggest family fishing competition in the country, running for over 20 years. 

The region’s rivers and creeks provide estuary fishing and dams feature some of the best barramundi fishing in Queensland. Upstream from Proserpine 

is Lake Proserpine, or as it’s better known, Peter Faust Dam, an ideal spot for water sports and freshwater fishing and home to the illusive barramundi. 

Sai l i ng 
The calm, protected waters of the Coral Sea make for beautiful sailing, allowing people to visit secluded bays and inlets and experience the beauty of 

nature with hardly another soul in sight. The Whitsunday islands offer some of the best sailing conditions in the world, thanks to the islands and outer 

reef which provide protection from the elements and many places to explore on land and underwater.  The Whitsundays is often acknowledged as one of 

the best sailing grounds in the world with easy navigation and many stunning inlets, coves, bays and anchorages.
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Bowen 

67 Herbert Street | Bowen | QLD 4805

PO Box 479 | Cannonvale | QLD 4802

Ph Bowen: 07 4761 3690

F: 07 4948 5902

edm@wmdl.com.au

 

Airlie Beach 

2623 Shute Harbour Road  | Jubilee Pocket | QLD 4802

PO Box 479  | Cannonvale | QLD 4802

Ph: +61 7 4948 5900

Fx: +61 7 4948 5902

edm@wmdl.com.au

www.wmdl.com.au

www.livingwhitsundays.com.au

www.tourismwhitsundays.com.au 

  

Bowen

67 Herbert Street | Bowen | QLD 4805

Ph: 07 4761 3600 

F: 07 4945 0222

info@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

 

Collinsville

Cnr. Stanley and Conway Streets | Collinsville | QLD 4804

Ph: 07 4785 5366

F: 07 4945 0222

info@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

 

Proserpine

83-85 Main Street | Proserpine | QLD 4800

Ph: 07 4945 0200

Fax: 07 4945 0222

info@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

www.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au
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